[The role of fibronectin in the pathogenesis of meningococcal infection].
We have characterized an interaction of 20 strains of Neisseria meningitidis serogroups A, B, C, 29E, W-135 and Z with immobilized fibronectin of human plasma. The adhesion of meningococci to fibronectin was determined by the extent of piliated cells and did not depend on the meningococcal serogroup. Binding of non-piliated or weakly piliated strains (2-5% of piliated cells in the stock) was sufficiently greater than those piliated (8-10%), where the adhesion to fibronectin was not at all observed. The examination of two well-piliated strains showed that the loss of pili resulted in the increase of bacterial adhesion to fibronectin. Constants of association and dissociation of piliated and non-piliated strains to fibronectin were calculated. The role of meningococci-fibronectin interaction in the pathogenesis of meningococcal infection is discussed.